98                 The   Rom antic
Lisa was up in arms. She could never stand the
faintest aspersion on Cuthbert.
"I am not a good wile/* she said indignantly.
The Countess saw the point. She had always been
good at seeing things.
"! am not suggesting," she added, "that you were
not also an excellent wife to Stanislas/'
Lisa knew that she had not been suggesting
that.
"Stanislas was, of course, quite different/*
"Quite different/* Lisa agreed,
"I cannot understand/1 Lisa said to Sarah (Sarah
was the one person in the world to whom she could
talk), "why you don't love Cuthbert/*
'Tow love him, which is, after all, more im-
portant/*
"Did you know that I loved him much more than
he loves me?"
"He is in love with you/'
"Yes."
"It is because you have never been in love with
him that you are able to love him/'
"Am I expected to forgive you for saying that?"
"I expect you to forgive me for being right, though
I know that it is almost unforgivable- But you must
remember that I have always liked you almost as
much as I have loved you/1